
 
 
SUPERVALU – Did you know? 
 
SUPERVALU is the 9th largest Pharmacy retailer in the United States with more than 
920 in-store pharmacies in 28 states, primarily under the Osco, Sav-on and local 
banner names. 
 
In Fiscal 2007, the SUPERVALU distribution network expects to ship more than 1.1 
billion cases and travel 125 million miles, the equivalent of 260+ lunar round trips. 
 
SUPERVALU Military distributes grocery products from three regions consisting of five 
distribution centers to commissaries, central distribution centers and exchanges 
located on 97 military bases in 17 states and the Far East. 
 
Seventy-three percent of SUPERVALU’s retail revenues are in markets where it holds 
the No. 1 or No. 2 market share position. 

SUPERVALU’s roots began in 1870 as a dry goods wholesaler called B.S. Bull., which 
evolved into Winston and Newell Company; Winston and Newell changed its name to 
SUPERVALU in 1954. 

SUPERVALU saved more than 270,000 tons of cardboard from landfills in 2006. 

The top five grocery retailers in the United States account for approximately 50 
percent of total industry sales; SUPERVALU is in the top five at No. 3. 

W. NEWELL is SUPERVALU’s specialty produce company dedicated exclusively to 
fresh produce. The Champaign, Illinois, facility encompasses nearly 17 acres under 
one roof and supplies more than 500 customers in nine states.  

More than 400 million beverage containers were returned to SUPERVALU stores in 
2006 as part of facilitation in state rebate programs. 

Eighty percent of sales at SAVE-A-LOT are from exclusive SAVE-A-LOT brands. 
 
In 1966, estimated sales by SUPERVALU-affiliated retailers exceed $1 billion for the 
first time. Only seven retail supermarket chains in the country have sales of this 
scope. 

SUPERVALU pharmacists have provided more than 750,000 immunizations since 
2000 through the pharmacy’s adult immunization program. 

The Osco pharmacy brand is an acronym for Owners Service Company. 

SAVE-A-LOT’s grocery store network spans from Maine to California, serving more 
than 4 million shoppers each week. 



Lewis Grocer – today’s Indianola DC – joined SUPERVALU in 1963. The facility was 
founded with $500 in 1896 as part of the Lewis-Herman Company. 

JEWEL-OSCO got its start in 1899, selling team and coffee from horse-drawn 
wagons.  

On Sept 13, 1967, SUPERVALU common stock is listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE). It is the first voluntary group to have stock traded on the nation's 
largest securities market. 

The first stand-alone JEWEL-OSCO store opened 75 years ago; today JEWEL-OSCO 
has more than 200 stores and has the No. 1 market share in the Chicago area. 
 
In Chicago, JEWEL-OSCO holds the No. 1 food share in the market at 41 percent and 
the No. 2 drug share in the market at 22 percent. 

 

 


